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“And they cried, The Sword of the a 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20, ~ 


An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the \Verbal Inspiration of the Bib le, the Deity of Christ. His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. SP ppoeee Sin, Modernism, and Denominational eabdasdrt ices. Me 


VOLUME IV, NO. 23 


DALLAS TEXAS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1937 


No Room For Jesus! 


A Christmas Message by John R. Rice 


"And she brought forth her first- 
born son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in 
a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn” (Luke 
2:7). 


Poor Mary! I can imagine that 
she was. only a girl of eighteen or 
nineteen when the baby Jesus was 
born; Jewish girls married young. 
And did ever a woman come to 
the hour of travail in mere dis- 
tressing circumstances? She was 
away from home. Cesar Augustus 
at Rome had decreed “that all the 
world should be taxed .. and all 
went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city.” So Joseph and 
Mary came from the provirce of 
Galilee, out cf ir little city, 
Nazareth, tc Bethlehem. They 
were both descended from King 
David and proud they were. So 
they must come to the city of 
David to register, and I suppose 
they paid a small poll tax. How 
strange it was that they must come 
just at this time when Mary was 
great with child. Did they under- 
stand why? 

God was but fulfilling His Word. 
In Micah 5:2 it was written, “But 
thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from ofold, from 


everlasting.’””’ So Ca@sar Augustus, 
not knowing why, gave the decree 
that “all the world should be 


taxed,” and the millions of the 


Roman Empire must go and regis- | 


ter, unconscious that thereby God | 


was bringing Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem that the Saviour might 
be born there and so one verse of 
Scripture be fulfilled! 


Women sometimes have strange 
fears and forebodings before the 
birth of a. child. It is part of the 
curse which fell on womankind 
when the guilty pair were put out- 
side the garden of Eden. And this 
was to: be Mary’s firstborn! Her 
mother was not at hand nor any 
of the godly old women of the 
community who would always 
know just what to do in such a 
case. There was no physician, nor 
a midwife even. Oh, if only cousin 
Elizabeth could be here who had 
only six months before borne a 
child and named him John! She 
and Elizabeth were very dear to 
each other and had blessed high 
hopes in common. 


No, with her was only poor Jo- 
seph. Joseph was only a man, and 
as helpless as she. Men seem ig- 
norant and clumsy enough at best, 
in such matters. Joseph was so 
kind and tender: with a holy re- 
straint, he had cared for his vir- 
gin wife. But he was not in fact 
a husband as yet. How desperate- 
ly alone Mary must have felt 
when at first she feared, and then 
she knew, that her baby was to 
be born here in Bethlehem among 
s ers and far away from her 
little Nazareth home! It would 
‘have been bad enough, she doubt- 
less thought, if they could have 
had a nice, clean, quiet room in 
a private home or even the cour- 
tesy of a common tavern or a 
hotel. But the town was full. 
David had many other descend- 
ants who had come, likewise, to 
register. There was no room for 
them .in the inn. In Mary’s hour 
of travail when she slipped down 
into the valley of shadows, her 
bed was nothing but straw in a 
stable and when her baby was 


/ 


born, she, herself, with trembling 
yet glad fingers, wrapped her 
Babe in swaddling clcthes and laid 
Him in a manger “because there 
was no room for them in the inn!” 


Poor Joseph! 


And poor Joseph, too! God be 
praised for the memory of faith- 
ful, believing, godly Joseph. For 
one thing he loved Mary tender- 
ly. Can you imagine his broken 
heart when he first had been ccm- 
pelled tg believe that she had gone 
wrong, had been untrue to him 
and was to have an illegitimate 
child* But Joseph had not acted 
hastily. With earnest thought and 
prayer he sought to find what to 
do and “was minded to put her 
away privily” because he was a 
just man and nof willing to see 
Mary stoned as an adulteress. “But 
while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a dream, say- 
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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Is Christ crowded out of 
With the toiling that 


“No room in the inn” 


In the hearts of men o’er 
There’s no room for 


But nowhere for His 
Had the Son of man,” 


CRORUS 
Crowded out! 
You’ve no time for 


IS CHRIST CROWDED OUT? 


With the strain and stress of the cares that press 
You've no time for the King of Kings. 


for the ChristiChild blest, 
“In a manger’so low He lay;”’ 


“The foxes have holes and the birds have nests 


should He come again 
Find a place in your heart and mine. 


The hearts of the ones whom He died to save 
Is the home which He seeks today; 

By His life bought yet He is crowded out, 
And “away with Him,” 


There’s coming a day in the great sometime 
If for Christ you have never room, 

You will knock and wait at the pearly gate, 
Crowded out there will be your doom. 


Crowded out! 

His service, you say; 

While for pleasure and business you always have time, 
Is Christ crowded out today? 


your busy life 
each day brings? 


and o’er again, 
Him still today. 


head divine 


still they say. 


THE SOCIAL ECONOMY OF JESUS CHRIST 


— MATTHEW 25:14-30 


By W. B. ‘Riley, D. D.) 


(Reprinted from The Pilot by | 
permission. 
In recent years Socialist and 


near-Communist speakers have had 
much to say on “The Social Econ- 
omy of Jesus Christ.”’ 


This comes in consequence of two 
facts; First, Ministers trained in 
modernist seminaries have sought 
to displace the Gospel of S 
tion through the shed blood of the 
Son of God by what they denomi- 
nate as “the social gospel’; and 
second, skeptical socialists and 
atheistic Communists, recognizing 
the influence of Jesus upon all 
thinking, have sought to bolster 
economic opinions by appeal to 
His words. 


A few men of international note, 
such as Kagawa of Japan and E. 
Stanley Jones of India, have tried 
to so re-interpret the New Testa- 
ment so as to prove a proletariat 
reign in world-affairs not only de- 
sirable, but Christ-approved, so the 
consideration of this subject natu- 
rally involves a near approach to 
the political. 


There are people who think the 
Gospel preacher should maintain an 
eternal silence upon all subjects 
of state concern. However, Charles 
Spurgeon would not be considered 
a blind leader of the blind among 
ministers, and we learn that he 
did not hesitate to take issue with 
the great Gladstone in some of his 
political policies; while England’s 
greatest living preacher, Dinsdale 
Young, says of the same Mr. Glad- 
stone: 

“T never could follow his policy, 
and I» view his influence upon 
Protestantism as disasterous.” 

When one reflects upon the in- 
fluence of Paul on Roman civiliza- 
tion, of Savonarola on Italy, and 
of John Calvin at Geneva,.he is 
at least convinced that the most 
outstanding ministers have revealed 


@ 


‘not only a lively but an ae 


gent interest in questions of State; | 
and is equally compelled to admit | 
that they have seldom pointed the | 
people to a wrong path. 


This much may be accepted as 
certain —the preacher who cor- 
rectly interprets Jesus of Nazareth 
on social and economic questions 
will make a valuable contribution 
to goodly government. 


I ask, therefore, that we study 
His Words as recorded in this 
text, and I humbly suggest that 
they involve the whole question 
of Labor and Capital, and point 
the way for the employment of 
both. 

“The Kingdom” is the subject of 
world concern at this moment, and 
as it is here presented by Jesus 
of Nazareth, it involves Invest- 
ment, Reckoning, and Rewards. 


Investment 


“For the kingdom of heaven is 
as man traveling into a far coun- 
try, who called his own servants, 
and deliwered unto them his goods. 

“And unto one he gave five tal- 
ents, to another two, and to an- 
other one; to every man according 
to his ability ...’ (Matt. 25:14- 
15). 

Men do not begin life with equal 
talents. 

The Prelude to the Constitution 
of the United States which says, 
“All men are born free and equal”’ 
is not based on facts. There are 
few free men; there are no equals. 


It is said of the Dionne quintup- 
lets that they are identicals, by 
which it is meant that they do not 
have the differences that commonly 
exist between twins. However, it 
will be remembered that Marie 
was the smallest of the five, and 
so they were not identicals; and 
it is known now that their daily, 
and almost hourly scraps reveal! 
increasing inequalities. 

The whole Socialist philosophy, 
based, as it is, upon the idea that 
“all men are equal and should 
therefore be treated alike,” is a 


grossly mistaken notion, and Je- 


sus of Nazareth, whose wisdom 


was infinite, never fell into such 


nonsense. 
This parable invests men accord- 


ing to their “several abilities.”’ 
| That 


is intelligence. The differ- 
ences between men are not a di- 
vine injustice. 

There are those who would make 
God responsible for human dis- 


parities. Such forget that men are 


not direct divine creations. God 
never made but one pair, and that 
was Adam and Eve; and, as they 
came from His forming hand, 
they were perfect. 


Unfortunately, sin smote this 
pair before their first child was 
born, and the law of life “after 
their kind” was regnant. 


Cain and Abel were not identi- 
cals; they were not twins, and in| 
spirit they were not even brothers. | 
They had different outlooks upon | 
life, different ideals of life, and 
above all, different attitudes 
toward God. 

For that fact, Adam and Eve | 
had themselves to blame, not their | 
Creator. From that day until this, 
fathers and mothers have had 
many occasions’ to see themselves 
in sons and daughters. 

Dr. P. 5. Henson of Chicago used 
to tell of the cartoon he had seen, 
in which an old negro woman 
whose lips looked like all Ethiopia 
brought to focus, scornfully study- 
ing the features of her little picka- 
ninny, said: “Wondah whar dat 
niggah got dat mouf?”’ 

Inheritance, environment, Ye x - 
ample; yea, even accident, may 
render children of the same family 
almost utterly unlike, and leave 
one of them worthy to be entrust- 
ed with five talents and another 
not fit to handle one talent. 

The whole conception in Com- 
munism, (and growing in populari- 
ty with Americans), that the one- 
talent man who hides his talent 
in a napkin, making no use of 
it, should be the subject of all 
legislative favor, is a far remove 
from the teaching of this parable. 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Office: 201 ‘East Tenth St., Phone 6-688* 


| Watch h Night 
Service, De ni. 31 


Four Hours of Praise, Prayer Con- 
fession, Bible Teaching, Rejoicing, 


Fellowship, and Ney Year's Reso- 


lutions. 


It has been our custom ever 
since the Fundamentalist Baptist 
Church in Oak Cliff was organ- 
ized to have a watch night serv- 
ice. It will not be a party. There 
will be no entertainment, no play, 
none of the usual worldly festiv- 


ity. Instead, visiting preachers will | 


speak, the Matthews Sisters’ Quar- 
tette, the Good News Trio, Miss 
Fairy Shappard, the pastor and 
others will sing. The pastor will 
bring some Bible teaching. There 
will also be a time of confession 
of sins. We will tell our burdens 
one to another. A special feature 


will be making out of prayer books, _ 


that is, writing down requests for 
which .we sét out to pray until 


God answers, and leaving space 
for the date when the answer 
comes. 


Another special feature will be 
New Years’ resolutions, a check- 
ing up and making plans for the 
new year. There will be fervent 
times of prayer asking God’s bléss- 
ings. 

Come when you get ready, leave 
when you must. The services will 
be informal. A great many will 
stay through. the midnight hour. 
If the Holy Spirit leads, some may 
stay on through the night in 


| prayer. There will be perfect free- 


dom of the Spirit, we earnestly 
hope, and we invite all who will 
to join us in this time of seek- 
ing God’s face, beseeching His 
blessing upon us during the new 
year, Let us begin 1938 in prayer 
and praise and consecration. 
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“GHOSTS OF A 
DYING YEAR” 


A Review of 1937 with Comfort 
for Its Sorrows, Thanksgiving for 
Its Blessings, Forgiveness for Its 
Sins, Warnings from the Calls of 


'God, Hope for Christ's core 


from’ the World-wide Events That - 


| Have Marked the Year. 


The above will be the Sunday | 


night sermon of Pastor John R. 


Rice at the Fundamentalist Bap- 


tist Tabernacle, 201 East Tenth 
Street next Sunday night, Decem- 


ber 26 at 7:30. The public is in- 
_vited to hear .this heart moving 


sermon. If you have lost loved 
ones in 1937, come. You will be 
comforted. If God has been deal- 
ing with you this year, then hear. 
His warnings. If you are troubled 
by the wars and rumors of wars 
on every hand, depressions, crimes 
and strikes, then hear the Bible 
meaning of these startling signs. 
We are nearing the end of the age 
and Jesus is surely coming soon. 
There will be many Scriptures. 

Come praying. Bring unsaved 
friends, invite neighbors, expect 
God's blessing. 

Don’t miss Sunday School the 


last Sunday in the year. All de-~ 


partments study Matthew, chap- 
ter fifteen. Hear Pastor John R. 
Rice teach large class of adults 


in auditorium and preach at 11:00 


A. M. 
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The Social Economy of Jesus Christ 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


™ Friday, December 24, 1937 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


“Collective bargaining’’ finds no_ 
defense, nor does paternal govern- | 
ment any justification in what Je- | 
sus said. Instead of reducing the) 
capital and increase of industrious | 
and frugal men to the level of the 
indolence and failure of the one who 
did nothing. Jesus commended the 
former and condemned the latter. 

At present, politicians fill their 
lips with the phrase “the poor 
laborer,” “the underfed,” “the ill- 
clothed and sick,” “the aged poor,”’ 
to impress the public with the 
idea that such are in the mighty 
majority in America. The truth is, 
however, such are in a mighty 
minority! However, they are suffi- 
cient to make a prominent factor 
in popular elections; and so these 
phrases are as effective in vote- 
catching as they are lacking in 
virtue. 

Neither Jesus Christ nor any one 
of His apostles ever uttered a word 
or penned a sentence that favored 
the indolent, that praised the in- 
efficient, or that criticized —- much 
less condemned —the frugal and 
thrifty. 

Christ commends the capable 
only. 

For them He has His compli- 
ments “Well done;” for the inef- 
ficient His condemnation — “Thou 
wicked and slothful servant.” 

In America just now we put 
a premium upon inefficiency, and 
elevate the man who has thorough- 


Beyond all doubt, A. C. Townley 
has had much to do with attempt- 
ing financial revolution in thi's 
country, and particularly with cre- 
ating dangerous socialistic theories 
in this section, and his fitness for 
that office existed in his failures 
in the very realm where he assays 
to be chief councillor. He tried 
wheat farming in Colorado and 
failed; and flax raising in North 
Dakota and failed; and then be- 
came a socialist organizer. 

I was in court a few days ago 
and listened to the testimony of 
two organizers who had had part 
in beating up a Christian and a 
gentleman, whose offense was the 
fact that he was at work; and in 
answer to the questions of cae! 
prosecuting. attorney they showed | 
themselves to have been without | 
jobs, for the most part, save that | 
of social agitation. | 

The plea for “the hungry,” “the | 
naked,” and “the ill-housed” of 
America, when applied either to 
the average farmer or the average 
day-laborer, is nothing short of an 
insult to both! The best fed, the 
best clothed, and the. best housed 
\people in America belong to.these 
classes. Mark you, I say “the 
best”; not the most expensive! For 
a farmer, overalls are better than 
a full dress suit; and hog-jowl and 
cabbage are far more sustaining 
than the tongues of humming 
birds; and for a day laborer a lit- 


ly demonstrated it in his own life 
to the office of a political leader. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and of John R: Rice 


tle cottage of five rooms on the; 
hillside is less cumbersome and 
superinduces more content than a 
marble palace. 

The truth that many Union labor 
men are failing to see is that this 
attack on capitalists is an attack 
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on them! The majority of the la- 
boring men in this country own 
their own homes, and many of 
them are clean, sober, content. The 
very thing which the hired social 
assassins, who name themselves 
revolutionists, call Capital, is what 
is owned by these honest laboring 
men. The American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company has 775,000 in- 
vestors, and the Standard Oil of 
New Jersey 121,000, and one-sixth 
of that number—or over. 20,000 
of them — have earned this capital 
by working for the company. 

If the money that is being ex- 
pended today in the saloons of 
America, the favored institution of 
the Party in power, by “the ill- 
fed,” “ill-clothed,” and “‘ill-housed”’ 
was put into land and houses, in- 
side of five years nine-tenths of 
those who are, now the subject of 
our sympathy and tears would be 
independent of both and charge- 
able with belonging to “the capital- 
ist classes.” 


Little wonder that John Watson 
in “The Mind of the Master” says: 
“Jesus came to bring each man’s 
individuality to perfection, not to 
sink him in the mass.’ 


But there is no tyranny of. pow- 
er like the tyranny of sin, and there 
is no tyranny that destroys am- 
bition like the tyranny of indo- 
lence! Show me a man held by 
neither of these, and I will show 
you one who does not need a pa- 
ternal government. 

With the Psalmist I am com- 
pelled to say: 

“IT have been young, and now am 
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old; yet have I not seen the right- 
eous forsaken, nor his seed beg- 
ging bread” (Ps. 37:25). 


Reckoning 


According to this parable, there 
came a day of reckoning. Such a 
day comes to every man. Whether 
he wants it or not that day ar- 
rives, and it ought to arrive. 


The talented one is called to ac- 
count. 

“After a long time the Lord 
of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. 

“And so he that had received 
fiwe talents came and brought 
other five talents, saying, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me five 
talents; behold, I have gained 
beside, them five talents more. 

“His lord said unto him, 
Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over 
many things; enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord” (vss.19-21). 


There is the strictest logic in 
the fact that the Lord of these 
three servants called the one to 
whom he had given most to render 
the first account. That is still true. 
God holds the talented man re- 
sponsible for his talents. 

If John D. Rockefeller had nev- 
er made any better showing in the 
use of his talents, had never 
brought to God any bigger returns 
than most of us have made or 
brought, he would have been under 


the Divine condemnation. John D. 


Rockefeller was sensible enough to 
recognize that fact, and that is 
why he presented to the various 
Christian and humanitarian causes 
over half a billion dollars in gifts. 

If Andrew Mellon had never 
made any more of his life than 
most of us make, he would have 
been under greater condemnation 
than most of us because he was 
possessed of talents with which he 
could do better; he knew it and 
behaved himself accordingly. That 
is why, on his death, he turned 
back to public improvements and 
eleemosynary institutions one of 
the finest fortunes that any in- 
dividual in America has ever made, 
$100,000,000 to $200,000,000 beside 
$150,000.00 to his house servants. 

I call your attention to the fact 
that neither of these men squan- 
dered their money in “riotous liv- 
ing.” 

Many of “the poor laborers” 
with whom we are so sympathetic 
and over whom we are shedding 
so Many tears these days, put down 
their gullets in one day more liquor 
than John D. Rockefeller consumed 
in a life time; and when they go 
out of the world, leave nothing be- 
hind them but pigsties and com- 
plaints. 

I was born to poverty and bred 
in the -hardship of nearly 12 to 
16 hours a day of labor, but I have 
never seen the time when the 
American form of Government did 
not meet me half y in the so- 
lution of life’s problems, and in 
the attempt to make life meaning- 
ful. 

Personally I am fed up on the 
phrase “the poor working man,” 
because the men I know who truly 
work are not poor. Work is not 
merely an exercise of foot and 
hand. Brain work is just as need- 
ful to this world’s good, yea, even 
more, 


I know of no writer of the day 
who has given us more sensible 
things than Channing Pollock, but 
I never expected to be driven to 
H. L. Mencken of “Mercury” for 
sound theology and sensible soci- 
ology; but such is at present my 
experience. When I find Mencken 
holding to scorn the modernist 
minister who sees no harmony be- 
tween the New Testament proph- 
ecies and present-day history, I 
feel that another prophet has ap- 
peared among us; and when I find 
Pollock writing such an article as 
the October, 1937, “Mercury” con- 
tains on “The Workers vs. The 


profession, address and tele- 


— a 2. ee . ee 2 a 2 a oo 
—-— & ‘ 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambu- 
lance. Service 


PHONE 6-2146 
800 W. Jefferson 


. See 


Dallas 


wa wa va va 3a vu v« vu va v« vx 3x 
i ll ll a a | 
Ae Be We Mee 


WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
of Ladies’ and Men’s fine hats 


ll Tl nd te a a on a a 


Workers,” I thank God for men 
who can think through problems: 
and Pollock is quite right when he 
says: 

“The wealth of the world is cre- 
ated by a cerebral organ weighing 
only a few ounces; and, if the 
five hundred best of these had been 
liquidated in every generation, 
there would be no. wealth and no 
‘Workers.”’ 

It is not at all unusual for such 
men as are at the head of these 
great institutions to break down 
nervously and go to pieces and die 


Ph. 6-0263 922 W. cate 


in youth or middle life from ex- 


cessive endeavor; but it is an un- 
heard of thing for a thirty-hour 
a week laborer to be treated for 
either nerve or physical exhaus- 
tion. 

I have no evil word for W.P.A. 
workers. I would join them tomor- 
row if I could not find another and 
better job. But the latest joke is 
apropos. It is said the disease of 
horses that puts them to sleep on 
foot, and finally kills them, is 
mosquito inoculation from the 
blood of a W. P. A. employee. 
There is a sure cure but hard to 
get in quantites, and that is sweat 
from a W. P. A. employee! 

But the real workers are im- 
mune. 

Ford is in no danger. Without 
Ford, no Ford shops to employ 
men; without Franklin, Edison, and 
Westinghouse, nothing to do for 
electricians and all electric em- 
ployees; without Dr. Bell the thou- 
sands of telephone employees and 
operators would never have founda 
job! The idea of, thinking that 
James Watt or Eli Whitney, or Cy- 
rus McCormick of Orville Wright 
were not workers is as sadly lackr 
ing in intelligence as if the male 
drone of the hive quarreled with 
the sexless members because all 
they did was to sip sweet nectar. 

The Lord’s demands upon men 
are properly proportioned. 

From the man to whom the Lord 
had given five talents he was 
pleased to find that he had earned 
five more; but when the man came 
who had but two talents, and who 
had with those two earned only 
two more, his Lord did not con- 
demn him but pronounce upon him 
identically the same encomium. 
In both cases, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things; 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord” 
(Matt. 25:23). : 

What wisdom! What justice! 
And what inspiration to endeavor! 

._ In the judgment of some of us, 
that has been an American prin- 
ciple, and it exists in the very form 
of our Government, the Constitu- 
tion of which recognizes men as 
free; encourages men as individuals 
to undertake; rewards initiative in 
proportion to its greatness; gives 
return for fidelity. 

That is how it comes to pass that 
many a man in America who start- 
ed out as Carl Grey did — clean- 
ing spittoons and sweeping up the 
dirty station, and paying every 
penny he could earn on the out- 
side to the station and telegraph 
agent, to teach him telegraphy in 
his odd moments — now sits as 
President of the Union Pacific and 
has been strongly talked of as the 
director of the railroad forces of 
America, 

But,’of course, since he does not 
wear the overalls any more he is 
never meant to be included when 
they talk about “a laboring man.’ 
I suppose that is because he puts 
in 16 hours a day and the laboring 
man never exceeds 8,—and now 
seeks to end it with 5 or 6 at most! 

A few days ago Dr. Glen Frank, 
former president of the University 
of Wisconsin, was quoted by the 
Minneapolis Journal as having 
made the following statement be- 
fore the Northen Minnesota Con- 
ference of the Methodist Church: 

“A people gone mendicant; de- 
manding alms at the gate of a 
government, signifies the decay of 
a civilization.” 


If one listens to the fabians of 
this present day, Harry W. Laidler 
(our school orator for this past 
winter in Minneapolis), Clarence 
Darrow (the defender of the black- 
est criminals that America has ev- 
er produced), Jack London (a man 
whose ideas harmonize with those 
of Lewis), the.late Morris Hillquit 
(a man whose philosophies: had no 
connection with personal  experi- 
ence), he would conclude the only 
fellow of the three in this parable 
who deserved aught was the last 
one who had “hid his talent” and 
had done nothing: 

If Americans have no more sense 
than to follow such leaders they 
will find. themselves in the dirty 
ditch of Communism; and if we 
take no more intelligent interest 
than to fold our arms and quote 
the hackneyed phrase — “It can’t 
happen here’-—from the pen of 
Sinclair Lewis, (a man whose 
“Elmer Gantry” was probably a re- 
hearsal of his own dirty experi- 
ences) — then we will sleep on un- 
til— like the millions of Russia — 
we will wake up to find intelligence 


full before the firing squad, and 


realize when it is too late that our 
martyrdom is the just return for 
our deadly indifference to the Com- 
munistic propaganda now every- 
where being put over in America 
—a school of which now faces 
the front door of my church! 

Last Sunday noon as I was driv- 
ing away from the services here, 
men, whose very appearance would 
indicate their occupation, took out 
of a truck great boxes packed with 
“red” literature; and doubtless this 
week that*has sifted through the 
streets of this city as snow covers 
the same in February! 


In the meantime, lovers of the 
American Constitution, devotees of 
a free press, friends of free speech, 
people who believe in wife and 
home and family, sleep on and are 
not even disturbed when a neigh- 
boring minister writes a book 
half defending Communism and 
declares through the press that 
“Trotsky” — Stalin’s opponent — is 
“the world’s first criminal’’! 


of professed and deluded Christians 
pack the places where Kagawa 
pleads his “Codperatives” and E. 
Stanley Jones promises his com- 
ing “Kingdom,” and both of them 
pay more compliment to Karl Marx 
than they do to Jesus Christ! There 
is a reason! Their philosophies are 
more in line with Marx’s philcso- 
phy than they are with the mind 
of. the Master, as voiced in this 
parable. » . 
But we come now to — 


The Rewards 

The man who made the most was 
approved. 

He doubled his talent; he brought 
five talents in return; he was a 
Rockefeller, a Ford, a Mellon, if 
you please. In his hands things 
prospered. We are not told how 
he got these. It is to be assumed 
that he secured them by initiative, 
industry, honesty, and frugality. 

When I was a boy those were 
thought to be virtues; but under 
the present Presidential reign - 
and in accordance with the Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt philosophy — they 
are vices. 

One reason, perhaps, is that he 
never was guilty of any of them. 

He has “initiative” but it is the 
initiative of unscrupulous politics! 
He may have “industry,” but at 
that point the public has never 
made a demand upon it. Physi- 
cally he is unfit for manuaij labcr 
— a point in which we deeply sym- 
pathize; and mentally he has hi 
“Brain Trust” about him to do h's 
thinking for him. As for “honesty” 
— that failed him on election. As 
for “frugality,” nobody ever 
charged him with it! True, he is 
a great spender, but it is a case 
of the use of other people’s money. 

It is in politics as in other prc- 
fessions —the fake doctor in town 
is the one that will speak most 
strongly against a justly popular 
and capable surgeon. The smallest 
preacher is the one that never has 
a good word for the outstanding 
doctor of divinity, and the shyster 
lawyer holds no compliments for 
the successful pleader in Supreme 
Courts. 

That is what is the matter with 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


No Room For Jesus! 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


for he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:20, 21). 
The angel told him that this was 
to be the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14, 
that a virgin should conceive and 
bring forth a Son and they should 
call His name Immanuel or “God 
with us”: God in human form. 
Joseph believed it and “being 
raised from sleep did as the angel 
Of the Lord had bidden hini, and 
took unto him his wife: And knew 
her not till she had brought forth 
her firstborn son: and he called 
his name JESUS” (Matt. 1:24, 25). 
Not fearing the shame of clacking 
tongues, Joseph took Mary to his 
home, not doubting a moment the 
promise of God through the angel. 
With confident high hopes he re- 


found favor with God and was to 
be the mother of the Saviour, the 
promised Messiah. With a manly 
restraint, he took Mary to his home 
and yet “knew her not till she had 
brought forth her firstborn son.” 
Can you imagine the concern 
of Joseph as they plodded from 
house to house in Bethlehem? We 
suppose that he led the donkey on 
which Mary. rode. But every door 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


In the meantime, great crowds « 


joiced with Mary that she had’ 
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The Social Economy of Jesus Christ 


the socialist agitators of this pres- 
ent day— The Karl Marxes, the | 
Arthur Townleys, the Arthur Le) 
Sueurs, the Governors Olson and 
Benson and the Wisconsin La Fol- 
lettes. 

In the field appointed of God, 
where men were to earn their 
bread in the sweat of their brows, 
they were seldom seen, and would 
have been in the laughing stock 
of skilled workmen; but being 
blessed with “the gift of gab” they 
become expert agitators and suc- 
cessful candidates for office, and 
ring-masters in “the horse-show”’ 
of state and national politics. 

To quote again that virile writer, 
Channing Pollock: 

“This group seeks control with- 
out responsibility; partnership 
without participation in woes: | 
physical, or financial investment; 
profit without risk, stress, or ob- | 
ligation. Curiously, their interest, | 
confidence, and loyalty is given the 
men to whom they pay dues rather 
than to those from whom they re- 
ceive wages; they had rather be 
slaves of a State than sharers in 
private fortune.’ (See October, 
1937 ‘““Mercury”’ page 137). 

They are asking to be fed, 
clcthed, and looked after, and for- 
getting that when this is done they 
will find their necks under a Stalin 
yoke, their liberties forever gone, 
their bread scant, their clothing 
thin, their self-respect destroyed, 
their freedom ended! 

Christ’s economic philosophy | 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGS 2) 


‘commended the two-talent man. 


We have seen that His words 
of encomium were just as warm 
for the middle class as for the top 
man. 

“He also that had received 
two talents came and said, 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me 
two talents: behold, I have 
gained two other talents be- 
side them. 

“His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord.” (vss. 22-23) 


In fact, who can question that 
possibly the two-talented man has 
the best of it? He does not get so 
big a return, neither does he have 
to work so hard; he does not live 
in. so fine a mansion, neither does 
he have its expense,and care; he 
does not have so big a bank ac- 
count, neither does he have to wor- 
ry over so many problems. 

John D. Rockefeller, Sr., 


twenty years before his death he 
had subsisted upon milk and crack- 
ers. 
changed places with him and given 


up my’turkey and beef steak? He} 
owned three magnificent homes—| 
one in Cleveland, one in Tarrytown, | 
and one in Florida —and I kKnOW | « 


not how many more domiciles were 
at his command. He spent a few 
months here and a few weeks 

there. Do you suppose I would like 
to trade my log cabin—a mile in 
the country —for the whole of 


died a 
few weeks ago, far in the 90’s. For 


Do you suppose I would have 
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my men asked the sandwich be-' 


them and accept the responsibility 
and trouble incident to their up- 
keep? Not on your life! 

When I die I will not be able to 
have given half a billion dollars 
to educational and eleemosynary 
institutions, but I hope to have an 
equal acceptance with my Lord; 
and possibly for the’ simple reason, 
that while he had financial talent 
so much greater than mine, I made 
faithful use of what little God gave 
me and find my daily reward per- 
fectly satisfactory. 

Who will object to the Divine 
employment of such principles? 

The signal failure is the man 
who fell under condemnation. 

“Then he who had received 
the one talent came and said, 
‘Lord, I knew thee that thou 
art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and 
gathering where thou hast not 
strawed., 

“And I was afraid, and went 
and hid thy talent im the 
earth: lo, there thou hast that 
is thine.’ 

“His lord answered and said 
unto him, Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, thou knewest 
that I reap where I sowed not, 
and gather where I have not 
strawed: 

“Thou oughtest therefore to 
have put my money to the ex- 
changers, and then at my com- 
ing I should have received 
mine own with usury. 

“Take therefore the talent 
from him, and give it unto him 
which hath ten talents. 

“For unto every one that 
hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance: but 
from him that hath not shall 
be taken away even that which 
he hath. 

“And cast ye the unprofit- 
able servant into outer dark- 


ness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” (vss. 
24-30). 


Strangely, that is the man who 
is now getting all condemnation! 
As Pollock says: 

“He is the sacred cow... and 
our hopes and fears begin and end 
with him; he is the center of our 
sentimentalities, the arbiter of our 
destinies, the keystone in the arch 
of civilization!” Eh? 

He is the fellow that, being 
twenty pounds overweight, puts a 
placard over his back, and walks 
the streets up and down in front 
of places of business, publishing 
to the passerby—‘“We are on strike 
against starvation wages;” and 
Channing Pollock says that when 
he saw “a circle of such fat men 
and women parading before the 
Empire State Building, New York,” 
and “nobody laughed’— it struck 
him as the most amusing things 
of the age! 

When you see these men here- 
after, don’t shed your tears for the 
‘poor worker;”’ no worker there, 
as a rule! 

When, a while ago, one of these 
strikes was going on just across 
the street from my church, one of 


tween the placards, “What is the 
trouble here?” To which he an- 
swered, “I don’t know anything 
about it; I’m being paid for walk- 
ing up and down here.” 

“The agitator” and “the organi- 
zer’’ is being paid for agitation. 
Lewis is being paid and paid in 
tremendous sums—sums that al- 
most put to shame the so-called 
capitalists of this country — for 
bringing into existence the CIO. 


In other words, the true labor- 
ing man, taking his piace in the 
labor unions of the -present day, 
is being taxed more by these social 
leeches a thousand-fold than the 
State ever thought of asking him 
for all the advantages it provides 
him, and far more than his em- 
ployer ever took away from him 
by “low wages.” 

In the meantime, the farmer is 
finding the administration of his 
farm being taken out of his hands 
and put into that of some Board 
or Bureau at Washington which 
tells him what crops he can raise, 
what amounts he can produce, 
when he can sell, and*at what 
price; and oftentimes the whole 
Bureau can hardly produce one man 
—as the Senator from Alaska said 
—“who can tell a plow from a 
harrow;” and the labor union man 
who ought to be taught that .“so- 
briety looks to success and thrift 


| know that I am God.” 


'for worlds: 


Daily Meditation 


“Their strength is to sit still” 
(Isa. 30:7). 

In order really to know God, in- 
ward stillness is absolutely neces- 
sary. I remember when I first 
learned this. A time of great 
emergency had risen in my life, 
when every part of my being 
seemed to throb with anxiety, and 
when the necessity for immediate 
and vigorous action seemed over- 
powering; and yet circumstances 
were such that I could do nothing, 
and the person who could, would 
not stir. 

For a little while it seemed as if 
I must fiy to pieces with the in- 
word turmoil, when suddenly the 
still, small voice whispered in the 
depths of my soul, “Be still, and 
The word 
was with power, and I hearkened. 
I composed my body to perfect 
stillness, and I constrained my 
troubled spirit into quietness, and 
looked up and waited; and then I 
did “know” that it was God, God 
even in the very emergency and 
in my helplessness to meet it; and 
I rested in Him. It. was an-experi- 
ence that I would- not have missed 
and I may add also, 
that out of this stillness seemed 
to arise a power to deal with the | 
emergency, that very soon brought | 
it to a successful issue. I learned 
then effectually that my “strength 
was to sit still.’ — Hannah Whit- 
all Smith. 


There is a perfect passivity 
which is not indolence. It is a liv- 
ing stillness born of trust. Quiet 
tension is not trust. It is simply 
compressed anxiety. 


Not in the tumult of the rending 


storm, 
Not in the earthquake or devour- 
ing flame; 
But in the hush that could all fear 
transform, 
The still, small whisper to the 


prophet came. 


O Soul, keep silence on the mount 
of God, 
Though cares and needs throb 
around thee like a sea; 


From supplications and desires un-. 


shod, 
Be still, and hear what God shall 
say to thee. 


All fellowship hath interludes of 
rest, 
New strength maturing in each 
poise of power; 
The sweetest Alleluias of the blest 
Are silent, for the space of half 
an hour. 


O rest in utter quietude of soul, 


to fortune” is tempted to drunk- 
enness by the same Party that 
promises him “an abundant life,” 
which, according to Tugwell, is 
“wine, women, and song.” 

And as for “thrift,” no less an 
authority than Dr. David Cushman 
Coyle, a man who draws pay from 
the New Deal and, when he is off 
duty, is an expert on wind vibra- 
tion—“speaking to a group of Penn- 
sylvania women, said: 

“Everything we were taught in 
school is exactly wrong; thrift is 
no longer a virtue; saving for a 
rainy day makes it rain all the 
harder,’”’ the meaning of which, as 
Mark Sullivan’ remarked is “If 


thrift is no longer a virtue, then’ 


by the same token shiftlessness is 
no longer a vice!” 


But you will have to remake 
your Bible before you can harmon- 
ize such philosophies with Scrip- 
ture teaching; and you will have 
to reject Christ and adopt Karl 
Marx before you change our Con- 
stitutional rights for such rot. And 
when you have done both you will 
have a new Soviet Republic, 541 
of the most red-handed murderers 
the world ever saw bossing, and 
one hundred and forty million of 
the most adject slaves that suffer- 
ing poverty ever knew! Selah! 


EVANGELIST J. A. LOVELL 


It is with regret that we learn 
that bad health has caused our 
Brother J. A. Lovell to discontinue 
his radio work in Dublin for a time 
while he is forced to take treat- 
ments and rest. He will go to 
Long Beach, California, where he 
will be for about six months. We 
pray the blessing of God on Bro. 


Abandon words, leave prayer 
and praise awhile; 
Let thy whole being, hushed in 
His control, 
Learn the full meaning of His| 
voice and smile. 


Not as an athlete wrestling for a. 


wh iB Lovell and his young wife, and 
Not taking Heaven by violence| ask our readers to pray for them 
of will; and for Bro. Lovell’s health. 
But with thy Father, as a child, : 
sit down, 


“I have taken your paper two 
years, and the blessings that I have 
received from the papers I cannot 
begin to tell. I ike to pass them 
on to friends.” —- Mrs. McN- R 
| Oklahoma City. 
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And know the bliss that Aaa 
His “Be Still!” 
— Mary Rowles Jarvis. 
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No Room For Jesus! 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


® 


/ 
was closed. There was no room. member that there was no room 


If Joseph had a little money from | for Jesus. 


I have often thought 


his carpenter shop, he did not have | that the death of Christ on the. 


enough. The competition was too 
keen. Others with better stand- 
ing or more money or first claim 
were given the rooms and Joseph 
and Mary had none. At last they 
went to the little inn, the only one 
in the village of Bethlehem, I sup- 
pose, and there again they found 
there was no room. Joseph must 
have felt a little of the shame 
which every good man of breed- 
ing feels when he finds himself 
unable to provide for his family 
as they need and deserve. He must 
have expressed his sorrow to 
Mary many a time, and she, sus- 
tained by an unfaltering faith and 
surrounded surely by unseen heav- 
enly beings, doubtless reassured 
Joseph many a time that God 
would provide. There was no room 
for them in the inn and so they 
found poor refuge in a stable and 
there the Saviour was born and 
laid 


lt Was Jesus They Had No Room 
For! 


Alas, we well know that the 
world has no quarrel with Mary 
nor with Joseph. This world has 
a quarrel with Jesus Christ. Other 
babies were born in Bethlehem and 
their mothers had clean linen and 
soft beds and tender care. Other 
young heads of families were as 
poor as Joseph and yet they had 


more friends and more comfort | tery of divinity, incarnate God in 


| 


in the hour of trouble than Joseph 
had. There would have been room 
for Mary or room for Joseph. The 
simple truth is that there was no 
room for Jesus! 


We are not to think that it was 
a meaninglesgttncident that Christ 
was born in a stable and laid in 
a manger. If God had the millions 
of the Roman world to register for 
taxation at a certain time so that 
one verse of Scripture should be 
fulfilled and His Son should be 
born in Bethlehem, then we may 
be sure that every detail surround- 
ing this whole event 
with a weight of meaning. The 
time was fulfilled. From the be- 
ginning of the ages God had 
planned every detail of the coming 
of His dear Son into the world 
to save men. “When the fulness 
of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the lay, 
that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons.” It is unthinkable 
that any detail of the birth of 
Christ could fail to have a uni- 
versal meaning for the race. And 
so when there was no room for 
them in the inn, it was only a 
token that this world has no room 
for Jesus. It had no room then; it 
has none now.If any one ever 
doubted the wickedness of the 
race, the deprayity to which man- 
kind has fallen, let him but re- 
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in a manger. ~ Y 


ness of the human heart as noth- 


ing else could. The Holy Jesus lehem because it was fo 


was hated, despised, betrayed, de- 
nied, scourged, spit upon, crowned 
with thorns, given vinegar and 
gall, na‘led to the cross, mocked 
while He died between thieves, 
and then pierced with the spear! 
God in Heaven, what sinners 
are! Christ rejected by vriests and 


scribes, hated by Pharisees, sus-| 


picioned by Pilate, jeered by the 
multitude, crucified by all: What 
a revelation of the heart of man- 
kind! But if all that was revealed 
in the death of Christ, just as sure- 
ly it was symbolized when there 
was no room for the Saviour to be 
born in a decent house in Bethle- 
and laid in a manger! No room 
for Jesus! 


The incident occurred, not be- 
cause each home in Bethlehem, and 
the Innkeeper, too, conspired to 
shut out Jesus purposely. No, they 
didn’t know but they didn’t 
know because they didn’t care! 
And God had it cccur so, and re- 
corded it here, we believe, to be 
a true picture of the world’s at- 
titude toward Christ. 


| 
) 


| 


When Did The Baby Jesus Know 
The World Did Not Want Him? 


We cannot fathom all the mys- 


| 


! 


we | 


/ 
i 


' 


| 


cross revealed the awful wicked- | 


a hostile and indifferent world. 
How soon did He hear from the lips 
of His mother of the death of those 
other babies of Bethlehem, slain by 
Herod in the hope of destroying 
the King of the Jews? How soon 
did He know of those scribes and 
chief priests who knew that the 
Savour should be born in Beth- 
retold by 
the prophet Micah and who knew 
that the time was at hand and had 
met the wise men in the East and 
yet themselves would not go the 
six milés to Bethlehem to see the 
Saviour? Do you suppose He mar- 
velled that the courts at* Rome 
and in provinces around the world 
went on undisturbed by His ad- 
vent? Do you suppose He thought 
it strange that a few poor shep- 


herds from the field and some oth- 
er-worldly magi from the East 
were all who visited the Saviour 


of mankind, the Son of God, the 
Creator of the worlds and the com- 


be 
hem, and He was born in a stable ing ing: 


Jesus Knew Men Would Hate Him 


human flesh. We do not know just | 


how much of His infinite wisdom 
Christ left with the Father in 
Heaven along with His robes of 


| glory. Hew soon did the Baby Je- 


sus come to know all that went on 
about Him? In John 2:24 we are 
told that Jesus “reeded 
any man should testify of man: 
for He knew what was in man.” 
But in Luke 2:52, when Jesus was 
a child, the Scripture says that 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and 


stature, and in favor wth God and 


is fraught | 


man.” 


Jesus 


When the baby eyes of 
opened first, they saw the .dingy 


outlines of a stable. The first sen- 
sation of the tender skin of the 
Baby may have been of the rough 
torn cloth of His swaddling band 
or the pricking of straw in the 
manger. And the Son of God heard 
through those. little human ears the 
munching of hay by an ox_or an 
ass, perhaps, in the same stable. 
The Saviour had emptied Himself 


of much of His glory and cf some 
of the attributes of deity before 
coming to dwell in this tiny body, 
formed in the womb of a virgin. 
None of us can know until we get 
to Heaven just how much the Child 
knew, just how soon He realized 
that He was the very Son of God, 
the Creator of the heavens and 
earth, the Saviour of* the world. 
These matters belong in the holy 
treasury of knowledge where hu- 
man feet have never trod. If an- 
gels know these mysteries they 
have never whispered them and the 
Holy Spirit of God has never 
breathed them into the ears of His 
prophets to set them down. Yet 
it stabs my heart with shame, to 


feel that the Baby Jesus, as soon 
'as He knew anything, must have 
known that He was an unwanted 
Child, sent to redeem a world that 
hated Him, born more for death 
than life. He was slain before the 
foundation of the world, both in 


the heart of God who gave Him, 
and in His own redeeming love 
who planned it with the Father; 
but equally slain throughout time 
in the foreknown wickedness and 
|malice and godless indifference of 
a world that had no room for Je- 
sus! 

| Whenever the baby Jesus came 
to know that He was the coming 
‘King of the Jews, the Saviour of 
mankind, the very Son of God: 


whether that’ was from the first 


instant that He, the pre-existent 
Christ, entered into the quickened 
body or whether later Jesus came 


| into the realization of His human- 


= ity, Jesus was certainly aware of 
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But, Loving, He Came 


Do not misunderstand. When .Je- 
sus first learned of the w'cked in- 
difference and the active hate of 
this world, it was no surprise. He 
knew the malice of sinful men be- 
fore He gave Himself to live and 
die for them. Before the Son came 
to. these wicked husbandmen, ‘Al- 


ready He had sent many 4. ser- 


vant, the prophets (Matt. 21: 
30-46.) It was revealed long ago in 
the Old Testament that He was to 
be despised and rejected, a Man 
of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief (Isa. 53:3). He was to be 
before the people as a Root out 
dry ground 
comeliness (Isa. 53:2). When they 


thought Him mad and brought 
even His mother to stay him from 
His preaching (Mark 3:21, 31-35). 

There was no room for Him in 
Gadara and “they besought him 
that he would depart out of their 
coasts” (Matt. 8:34). , 

There was no room for Him-in 
Jerusalem for “they took up stones 
to cast at Him” (John 8:59). 


Yea, there was no room for Him 
in the whole world and so Herod 
and Pontius Pilate and the chief 
priests and scribes, the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, the mob of com- 
mon people and Roman soldiers all 
agreed together that He must die. 
NO ROOM FOR JESUS! 


Wicked Men Begrudged Jesus All 


He Ever Had 


In Bethlehem they begrudged the 
Son of God.even of a place to be 
born for there was no room for 
them in the inn. 

Herod begrudged Him His kingly 
title and sought to slay Him. 


Nazareth begrudged Him His 
fame and said, “Is not this the car- 
penter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? and his brethren, 
James, and Joses, and Simon, and 
Judas? And his sisters, are they 
not all with us? Whence then hath 
this man all these things? And 
they were offended in him” (Matt. 
13 :55-57). 

The Pharisees begrudged Him 


His power and said, “This fellow 


dcth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub the prince of the devils” 
(Matt. 12:24). 

They begrudged His right in His 
own Father’s house and said, “By 


‘what authority doest thou these 
é things? 
without form or) 


and who gave thee this 
authority?” (Matt. 21:23) when 
He cleansed the temple of world- 


| saw Him, they would see no beauty hlings and thieves. 


that they should desire Him. 
who through the Holy Spirit in-' 
the account of the cruci- | 


| spired 
not that fixion 


pictured it to the Jews through | 


| 


in Psalm 22, He who had 


the roasted passover lamb and mil- 
lions cf dying sacrifices, knew 
what to expect of mankind. It 
was already foretold that His face 
would be more marred than any 
man (Isa. 52:14), Long since He 
had had it inscribed by the proph- 
et about Him that He would set 
His face like a flint (Isa. 50:7) 
toward the sufferings of the cross. 
I say that Jesus knew ahead of 
time there would be no room for 
Him in the inn, no room at all in 
the hearts of most of the people 
of this world and in their business 
and governments and schools and 
homes and lives. He was to be 
gladly received by the few, the 
shepherds, the wise men, Anna, 
Simeon, Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
Mary and Joseph, with some pub- 
licans and harlots and occasional 
others. He was to arouse a pass- 
ing interest in the multitudes when 
He fed the five thousand or 
preached theagermon on the mount 
or healed the sick or raised the 
dead, but that was soon to pass 
into growing indifference, then ir- 
ritation and animosity and multi- 
tudes would grow to hate Him 
with an unceasing and satanic hate 
when the vemon of sin would do 
its worst to the Son of God in 
human form. 


The story of the life of Christ 
on earth is summed up in this brief 
verse of Luke 2:7, “And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was NO ROOM FOR 
THEM IN THE INN.” 


No Room Anywhere Among Men! 


There was no room for the Baby 
Jesus in the inn at Bethlehem. 


There was no room for Him 
permanently anywhere else as He 
wandered up and down this earth 
for “The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head” (Matt. 8:20). 
When “every man went unto his 
own house, Jesus went unto the 
mount of Olives” (John 7:53 and 
8:1). Doubtless He slept alone in 
the mount more than once, and 
He and His disciples ate the wheat 
by the roadside. And even that 
was begrudged them because it 
was the Sabbath (Matt. 12:1, 2). 

There was no room for the 
anointed Son of God in His own 
synagogue and -village of Nazar- 
eth. They hated Him and would 
have killed Him (Luke 4:29). 

There was no room for Him even 
in His mother’s and brothers’ home 
for “Neither did his brethren be- 
lieve in him” (John 7:5). They 


hat | 
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The chief priests. begrudged Him 
the sabbath of whé@#th’ He was Lord 
because He therein healed the sick 


/and made whole the withered hand 


(Matt. 12.10). 


They begrudged Him even the. 
homage of harlots and publicans | 


and murmured “This man receiv- 
eth sinners, and eateth with them’”’ 
(Luke 15:2). 

They begrudged Him every feast 


that was given, saying, “Behold, | 


a man giuttonous, and a wine- 
bibber” (Matt. 11:19). 

And Simon the Pharisee be- 
grudged Him even the tears and 
kisses upon His feet, dried with 


the hair of a forgiven street-walk-.| 
er, the woman that was a sinner, | 


and swore therefore that He was 
not a prophet (Luke 7:36-50). 

Judas Iscariot begrudged Him 
the sweet perfume of the alabaster 
box of ointment broken for Him 
by the love of Mary (Jno. 12:3- 
8). 


The chief priests begrudged Him | 


even the cries of little children, 
“Hosanna to the son of David,” 
though the very rocks would have 


cried out had they been hushed | 
| No 


| No 
No 


(Mark 11:9; Luke 19:37-40)! 
They begrudged Him even an 

hour of prayer when He sweat 

drops of blood in the garden of 


Gethsemane and broke into it with | 


their torches, swords and staves 


to kiss Him with a traitor’s kiss, | No 
No 


to bind Him and lead Him away to 


‘trial and murder. 


Even in His death the senseless 
malice of a wicked race of men 
had no room for Jesus. 

The rulers begrudged His name, 
“The King of the Jews” nailed 
above His cross and begged Pilate 
to change it (John 19:21). 

They begrudged Him even His 


clothes in the hour of His shame ' 


and stripped Him naked, seamless 
garment and all (Psalm 22:18; 
John 19:23, 24). 

They begrudged Him even a 
drink of water when in His dying 
agony He said, “I thirst.” Instead 
of water they gave him vinegar 
and gall (John 19:28, 29). 

They begrudged His poor, tired 
body even the peace that death 
brought, so after He had given up 
the ghost, they pierced a spear 
deep into His side and there came 
out water and blood. 


They begrudged even the testi- 
mony that His hanging body gave 
to the ‘world, of their sin and His 
love. They hastened to take the 
body down before sun set. They 
had no room for Jesus even then. 

And when He rose from the dead 
they begrudged Him even this 
proof that He was the Son of God. 
They “gave large money unto the 
soldiers, Saying, Say ye, His dis- 
ciples came by night, and stole 
him away while we slept. And 


if this come to the governor’s ears, 
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_No 
No 


No 


we will persuade him, and secure 
you. So they took the money, and 
did as they were taught: and this 
saying is commonly reported 
among the Jews until this day” 
(Matt. 28:12-15). 

And today men begrudge Him 
His miracles, begrudge His virgin 
b'rth, His bodily resurrection, even 
the inspiration of His words. They 
begrudge Him His deity, His hold 
on thewhearts of men. The race 
hates Him for His claims as the 
only Saviour of mankind! 

GREAT GOD OF MERCY, RE, 
MEMBER NOT OUR INIQUI- 
TIES AGAINST US! This undone, 
ccrruvted, iniquitous world of man- 
kind has no room for Jesus! 

Reader, have you no room for 
Jesus? Have you crowded Him 
out-of your heart? Have you no 
time to serve Him, no time for 
His Word, no time to pray? 

Poor, lost sinner, is not your 
heart convicted of your terrible 
sin in.crowding Christ out? Will 
you go to Hell because you have 
no room in your heart for the Son 
of God? Will you spend eternity 
in torment because pleasure or 
self-will or sin in any form bars 
the door of your heart against 
Jesus? Oh! Let Him in! Let Him 
in today! Christ brings sweet 
peace. You can never have peace 
without Him. He brings salvation 
but there is no other name given 
under Heaven among men where- 
by you must be'saved. Christ gives 
everlasting life but “He that be- 
lieveth not the Son is condemned 
already.” 

Most of the world has no room 
for Jesus but those few that re- 
ceived Him, how happy they were?. 
and how blessed! 

“He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. 

“But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, 
eventto them that believe on 

his name” (John 1:11, 12). 

Receive Him today! By faith 
take Him as yours. Open your 
heart and with tender love take 
Jesus in this Christmas time. You 
will never have a real Christmas 
without Him. But if you have Him 
you can laugh at poverty, you can 
rejoice in adversity, you can look 


|/death in the face unafraid. If you 
have Jesus you have all God can 
| give a poor, rebellious race! Take 
| Him today. 


No Room In the Inn 


No beautiful chamber, 
No soft cradle bed, 

No place but a manger, 
Nowhere for His head; 
praises of gladness, 
tho’t of their sin, 
glory but sadness, 
room in the inn. 


No 
No 


No 
No 
No 


sweet consecration, 
seeking His part, 
humiliation, 

place in the heart: 
tho’t of the Saviour, 
sorrow fcr sin, 

pray'r for His favor, 


No room in the inn. 


No one to receive Him, 

welcome while here, 

balm to relieve Him, 

staff but a spear; 

seeking His treasure, 

weeping for sin, 

doing His pleasure, 

No room in the inn. 

Chorus 

No room, no room for Jesus, 

Oh, give Him welcome free, 

Lest you should hear at heaven's 
gate, 

“There is no room for thee.” 


No 
No 
No 


If you will today make room for 
Jesus in your heart, take Him as 
your Saviour, trust Him to for- 
give you, claim Him now openly “ 
once and for all as your Lord and . 
your Saviour, then write me to- 5 
day. Can you honestly sign this 
and send it? 

Rev. John R. Rice 

26+ -Bast—10th-St. 

whi Caton, Lib’ 

Dear Bro. Rice: 

I am ashamed that I didn’t 
have room for Jesus before to- 
day. Here and now I open my 
heart and trust Him for for- 
giveness and receive Him as 
my Saviour. I believe that He 
forgives me now. I risk Him 
to save my soul and keep me 
because He died for me and 
loves me and because I trust 
Him. 
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